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Division 58:  Land Information, $31 868 000 - 
Dr S.C. Thomas, Chairman. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler, Minister for Land Information. 

Mr G. Searle, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr G. Fenner, Director, Information Services. 

Mr C. Russotti, Manager, Performance Reporting and Decision Support. 

Mr M. Smith, Manager, Business and Finance Performance. 

Mr S. Corrigan, Senior Policy Adviser to the Minister Land Information. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  I refer to the service appropriation summary on page 978 of the Budget Statements and the 
item “Service 1, access to land information”, which shows a significant increase of nearly $71 million to 
$76.744 million.  Is the minister able to demonstrate what the extra cost is made up of?  On page 981 is a more 
detailed breakdown of the costs involved. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I will provide a breakdown of the $76.744 million.  It comprises salaries for 580 full-
time equivalents, which is $32.5 million - 

Mr G. SNOOK:  My question is why is there a difference? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I refer to the estimated actual for the last financial year and this year’s budget.  The total 
amount paid for salaries has increased by $500 000, superannuation costs have increased by $200 000, capital 
user charges have increased by $200 000, depreciation has increased by $1.5 million, and accommodation costs 
have increased by $300 000.  Administration costs comprise services and contracts; information technology; 
motor vehicle and communication costs; travel costs; staffing costs; and costs other than salary, including 
insurance, repairs and maintenance, board fees and minor equipment purchases, which will increase by a total of 
$3.2 million.  That should provide for the member the difference in the increase from $70.9 million to 
$76.744 million. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  Does that equate to an increase in FTEs? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  There is no increase in FTEs. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to the cash and equivalents listed in the balance sheet on page 998 of the Budget 
Statements, which shows an approximately $18 million reduction in cash equivalents from $23.95 million in 
2003-04 to $5.836 million in 2005-06.  What is the reason for that reduction and what are the funds being used 
for? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I do not know whether the member is aware that the Department of Land Information is 
in the process of becoming a statutory authority.  As part of that process, two years ago Treasury gave approval 
for the DLI to keep the surplus funds it had accumulated, unlike the situation faced by most other government 
departments.  Those funds are to be used for a new IT rollout and the purchase of equipment in particular.  The 
member is aware that the department handled $24 billion worth of transactions last year and another $32 billion 
in mortgage transfers.  Therefore, the DLI must have the latest information.  The department tells me it is one of 
the best in the world, but even others outside the department say that. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I do not doubt that. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The department has been allowed to keep that cash during the transition period in which 
it will become a statutory authority.  Hopefully the necessary legislation to do that will be introduced in this 
session of Parliament.  It will then become a statutory authority and that cash will be used for capital expenditure 
during that transition and also for the new IT rollout. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The balance sheet on page 988 of the Budget Statements refers to intangibles under 
“Non-current Assets” and shows that $28.473 million will be spent on intangibles in the 2005-06 budget.  How 
was that figure arrived at?  What items are represented as intangible?  It is obviously included in the forward 
years. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I am advised that this is a consequence of the introduction of international financial 
reporting standards.  In-house development systems costs have been reclassified from plant and equipment to 
intangibles.  I will provide the member with a breakdown of the non-current assets and intangibles that have 
been transferred. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Are asset items classified as intangibles these days? 
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Mr G. Searle:  This year the international financial reporting standards come into play.  Members will notice the 
footnote at the bottom of the page that makes the year-to-year accounting incomparable.  Historically, the 
department has classified as plant equipment some of its in-house and development systems.  This is a reflection 
of those items being classified as intangibles, as required by the new standards, as distinct from the old 
standards.  There is no difference.  We can provide the member with a breakdown of how the values were 
arrived at. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The minister will provide a breakdown of the intangibles and non-current assets in the 
balance sheet as reported on page 988 of the Budget Statements.   

[Supplementary Information No A35.] 
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  The development of the Western Australian regional infrastructures scheme has 
been one of the most spectacular things for Western Australia.  It is fantastic. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


